
STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

February 21, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr. 

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker

Courtney Fenet, Jr., Danny Graham and Lee Mallett were absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, John Dixon, and Deborah Irwin; Compliance Investigators,, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque, Marianne Sullivan, Frank Vaughn and Todd Brady; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes. 
Mr. Victor Weston led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the Minutes of the January 17, 2012 regular meeting. The Motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Mr. Foster, the new Board Attorney, Bill Croft and Matt Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program, John Walters with Associated Builders and Contractors, Michael Demouy with Associated General Contractors, and Kara Kearney, Public Information Director for the LSLBC.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
1. Ackel Construction Corporation, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S.  37:2150-2192, Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 115(C).
This matter was continued.
2. Eagle Contractors, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192 Sec. 2158(A)(9).
This matter was continued.
d.
Compliance Hearing(S): 
1.
Foundation Restorations, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Foundation Restorations, LLC. Paul Hannah and Gary Bourgeois were present and each sworn in. They entered a not guilty plea. Ms. Sullivan was called to the stand and gave testimony. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. Mr. Hannah and Mr. Bourgeois questioned Ms. Sullivan. Mr. Foster called Mr. Bourque to the stand, and he was sworn in. Mr. Bourque presented a report, which was entered as exhibit number 9, and some photographs, which were entered as exhibit numbers 10-13. Mr. Bourque was cross-examined by Mr. Hannah and Mr. Bourgeois. Matthew Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Program was sworn in and gave testimony. Lynwood Allemore, compliance supervisor, was sworn in and gave testimony. A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Lambert and Mr. Jones to change the agenda to add an alleged violation of contracting without a license and dismiss the charges for 2158 (A)(9) if Mr. Hannah and Mr. Bourgeois agree to waive the citation and notice to appear for  2160 (A)(1). The Motion passed. Mr. Hannah and Mr. Bourgeois entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine Foundation Restorations, LLC $500 in administrative costs. The Motion passed.
2.
Becnel Enterprise Group, LLC, Gramercy, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).



Mr. Dupuy recused himself


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Becnel Enterprise Group, LLC. Mr. Thomey was called to the stand for questioning. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the license of Becnel Enterprise Group, LLC. The Motion passed.

3.
Louisiana Home Elevations LLC, Ponchatoula, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).



Mr. Dupuy recused himself


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Louisiana Home Elevations, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

4.
Modern Classic Concepts, LLC, Gretna, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Sean Turner was present and sworn in. Mr. Turner entered a guilty plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Thomey was called to the stand to give a statement. Mr. Turner gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to revoke the license of Modern Classic Concepts, LLC. Mr. Meredith questioned the Motion. Mr. Weston amended his Motion to put Modern Classic Concepts, LLC on probation for one year. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Jones and Mr. Gallo. The Motion passed.
5.
Ernest Robert Blackwell, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself

Ms. Hughes read a summary of the allegations. Ernest Blackwell and his attorney Jerry L. Hermann were present. Mr. Blackwell was sworn in. Mr. Blackwell entered a not guilty plea. Mr. Thomey was called to the stand to give testimony. Brent Templet was called to the stand and sworn in. A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux to find Mr. Blackwell guilty and place him on 6 months of probation and prohibit him from doing house lifting. The Motion did not pass due to lack of votes. Mr. Foster questioned Mr. Blackwell. Mr. Meredith questioned Mr. Templet. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Gallo to find Ernest Robert Blackwell in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke Ernest Robert Blackwell’s license. The Motion passed. 
6.
Rendon Construction LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Rendon Construction, LLC. Mr. Thomey was called to the stand for questioning. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the license of Rendon Construction, LLC. The Motion passed.

7.
Broadco, Clinton Twp., Michigan – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Broadco. Mr. Allemore was called to the stand to review the exhibit packet. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to find Broadco in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine Broadco the maximum fine of $149,920.40 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
8.
a)
J.E. Dunn Construction Company, Kansas City, Missouri – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed. 
b)
R.J. Wherry & Associates, Inc., Madison, Tennessee – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Colton Wherry was present and sworn in. Mr. Wherry entered a guilty plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Wherry gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Meredith  to fine R.J. Wherry & Associates, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
9.
a)
4-D Contractors, LLC, Ruston, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
b)
D & A Metal Works, L.L.C., Raceland, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Mark Duplantis was present and sworn in. Mr. Duplantis entered a guilty plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the guilty plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Duplantis gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine D & A Metal Works, LLC administrative costs. The Motion passed.
10.
Vista Design Group, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Vista Design Group, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Gallo to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1.
a)
Morris Drywall Systems, Inc., Whitehouse, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4). 


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Beth Price was present for Morris Drywall Systems, Inc. and was sworn in. Ms. Price entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the no contest plea. The Motion passed. Ms. Price gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine Morris Drywall Systems, Inc. administrative fees. The Motion passed.
b)
Lone Star Drywall and Framing, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Moses Rodriguez was present and sworn in. Mr. Rodriguez entered a not guilty plea. Ms. Sullivan was called to the stand to review the exhibit packet. All items in the exhibit packet except for the last page were admitted and filed. A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to find Lone Star Drywall and Framing, LLC in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine Lone Star Drywall and Framing, LLC $2,000 plus administrative costs. Discussion ensued and the Motion failed to pass. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to issue Lone Star Drywall and Framing, LLC a cease and desist order and a fine of $2,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1000 plus administrative costs if a commercial building license is obtained within 120 days. After discussion and a vote, the Motion passed.

c)
TSC of Louisiana, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations against TSC of Louisiana, LLC and presented the Board with a settlement offer. A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

d)
H & J Construction Services, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations against H & J Construction Services, LLC and presented the Board with a settlement offer. Mr. Gallo raised some questions about the case and Ms. Sullivan was called to the stand and was sworn. Mr. Foster reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan. A motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Gallo to counter the settlement offer made by H & J Construction Services, LLC with a $1000 fine plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
2.
a)
EDR Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).


b) 
Lite Solar Corp., Long Beach, California – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Edward Jackson was present for EDR Contruction, LLC, and Patrick Shellerup was present for Lite Solar Corp. Both were represented by attorney Alex St. Amant and sworn in. Mr. Jackson and Mr. Shellerup each submitted a not guilty plea. Todd Brady, compliance supervisor, was sworn in and reviewed each exhibit packet. Mr. St. Amant questioned Mr. Brady. Mr. Johnson and Mr. Shellerup each gave a statement. Frank Vaughan, compliance investigator, was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning. Michael McDuff was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning. Mr. St. Amant questioned Mr. McDuff. Exhibit packets from EDR Construction, LLC and Lite Solar Corp. were filed and introduced. A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Jones to find EDR Construction, LLC in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Jones to fine EDR Construction, LLC the maximum fine of $1,000 per project plus administrative costs ($2,500 total). The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Meredith to find Lite Solar Corp. in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Crain and Mr. Stuart to fine Lite Solar Corp. $58,429.60 plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order unless Lite Solar Corp. obtains a commercial building license within 120 days, in which the fine would be reduced to $2,000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
3. Premier Production & Sound Services, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Owners Brian Gordon and Russ Bryant were present with their attorney Drew Sellers. Mr. Gordon and Mr. Bryant were sworn in and entered a not guilty plea. Ms. Sullivan was called to the stand to review the exhibit packet. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. Mr. Sellers questioned Mr. Gordon. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to find Premier Production & Sound Services, LLC in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine Premier Production & Sound Services, LLC administrative costs only. The Motion passed.
F.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1. Terry McCall Builders, Bossier City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer made by Terry McCall Builders. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Stuart questioned the Motion. The Motion failed to pass. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the settlement offer if a commercial license is obtained within 120 days. If not, the fine will remain at the maximum amount. Mr. Badeaux questioned the Motion. The Motion passed. 
4. Gregory Daniel Huskey, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Mr. Dupuy recused himself.

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Elaine Appleberry, Gregory Huskey’s attorney, was present. Ms. Appleberry made a statement and requested a continuance. Mr. Huskey did not provide an additional qualifying party by the deadline given at the December Residential Committee Meeting. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Gallo to deny the continuance. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Jones to suspend the license of Gregory Daniel Huskey until another qualifying party is provided. The Motion passed.
G.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy gave a report on the 2012 Annual Report.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Stuart had no updates.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Clouatre will report at another time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Gallo had no updates.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had no updates. 

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy gave a report of the financials for January. Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to approve the financials as presented, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre. The Motion passed.
7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept the minutes of the February 6, 2013, Residential Committee Meeting. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Weston.
H.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 5-9)

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the residential license applications. The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the home improvement registration applications. The Motion passed. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to approve the examination exemptions. The Motion passed.

I.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 11-14)

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the commercial licensure exemptions. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve exemption requests for applicable waiting periods and examinations for the companies listed excluding Millstone General Contractors, LLC and Devere Construction Company, Inc. The Motion passed.
J.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 16)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the mold remediation applications. The Motion passed. 
K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 18 & 19)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the additional classifications. The Motion passed.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 21-29)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 30-31)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 21-29. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 30-31. The Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to adjourn at 1:25 p.m. The Motion passed.




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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